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Synopsis

This now-classic work challenges what Ryle calls philosophy’s "official theory," the Cartesians
"myth" of the separation of mind and matter. Ryle’s linguistic analysis remaps the conceptual
geography of mind, not so much solving traditional philosophical problems as dissolving them into
the mere consequences of misguided language. His plain language and esstentially simple purpose

place him in the traditioin of Locke, Berkeley, Mill, and Russell.
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Customer Reviews

This now-classic work challenges what Ryle calls philosophy’s "official theory," the Cartesians
"myth" of the separation of mind and matter. Ryle’s linguistic analysis remaps the conceptual
geography of mind, not so much solving traditional philosophical problems as dissolving them into
the mere consequences of misguided language. His plain language and esstentially simple purpose

place him in the traditioin of Locke, Berkeley, Mill, and Russell.

Gilbert Ryle (1900-1976) was the Waynflete Professor of Metaphysical Philosophy at Oxford
University from 1947-1971.

Excellent.

For anyone who felt even slightly uncomfortable while reading Descartes’ meditations, but didn’t



quite know why, this is a great book. Ryle makes a real effort to get his point across with numerous
examples and even though his ideas are dense, it makes for a fairly easy read. Although Ryle’s
philosophy does have some issues of its own, it is a very thought provoking alternative to

Descartes’ mind body dualism.

Revive Interest in RyleThe Concept of MindThe Gilbert Ryle book was as wished for.l heard and
talked with Gilbert Ryle years ago (1968) in Edinburgh and always needed to buy the book--for the

price it was a treat--and the book was in good condition.

This book is well written and thought provoking. It's a very good read.

Gilbert Ryle wrote this classic exposition on the mind-body problem in philosophy with a view to
dissipate a myth fundamental to religion and philosophy. His cogent exposition leads us to see mind
in persons as other than a "Ghost in a Machine." More than this, though, his comprehensive scrutiny
of the many elements of the life of the mind constitutes an incisive study of the synergy of mind and
body in an integrated life. Ryle exercises consummate skill in avoiding technical jargon to present a
refreshing style for treatment of a difficult and elusive subject. One of his favorite analogies is to
compare a study of thinking as "like trying to catch a jellyfish with a fine hook." A thoughtful and

careful reader will revel in Ryle’s success with his daunting task.

This is a great book, | really understood it well, I'm actually not even done with it but | like it quite a
bit.

Great

| had long wanted to read this title.lt is of great hitorical significance.It teaches one humility.
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